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<Sample 1 (Short version)>

Japan’s rural population is decreasing and young people are leaving to work in urban areas. Three
things that can be done to keep young people in rural areas are: increase good jobs for young people,
help develop pride in local culture, and provide a more exciting lifestyle.

First, local governments need to develop businesses to attract young people. As mentioned in
article one, Kanazawa city is developing esports to help local youth find attractive jobs. Therefore, |
suggest businesses in Miyazaki hire young people to use their interest in SNS to help promote
Miyazaki’s tourist spots. If young people can have interesting jobs, they will want to stay.

Second, rural communities must develop pride in their local culture and traditions. | am from Aya-
cho, but when I travel outside of Miyazaki Prefecture, | feel ashamed of my accent. We should be like
people in lwate who are promoting their local dialect. If all young people felt the same, they might stay.

Finally, life in small towns is boring. Local communities need to create a more exciting lifestyle.
Unfortunately, exciting places like malls, movies theaters and restaurants are only available in big cities.
I recommend local events created by and for young people, or providing trips to visit bigger cities. If
rural life becomes interesting, young people will be happier and will stay in small towns.

In conclusion, if we can help young people find good, interesting jobs, creating pride in local
traditions, and give them a more exciting lifestyle, population in our rural areas can be maintained.

(257 words)

<Sample 2 (Longer version)>

In Japan today, the population in rural areas has decreased seriously and young people are leaving
to live and work in more urban areas. This is causing the economy and society to also decline in those
areas. Although this is a serious problem, there are three things that can be done to improve life in our
rural areas: increase chances for good jobs for young people, help rural youth develop pride in their local
culture, and provide a more exciting lifestyle. If these three things are done successfully, we can stop the
outflow of young people to urban areas and improve the economy and society of the people living there.
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First, local governments need to develop businesses that will attract young people. As mentioned
in the first article, Kanazawa city is developing esports as a way to help local youth find jobs that are
attractive to today’s young workers. In addition to esports, young people are very interested in SNS such
as Instagram, Twitter, and LINE. Therefore, | suggest businesses in Miyazaki hire young people to use
their interest in SNS to help make Miyazaki tourist spots more popular. In this way, young people would
have work that is interesting and more visitors will want to come to Miyazaki. If young people can have
interesting jobs, they will want to stay and the outflow will decrease.

Second, rural communities must help young people gain pride in their local culture and traditions.
I am from Aya-cho, but unfortunately, when | travel outside of Miyazaki Prefecture, | feel a little
ashamed because of the way | speak or the way | act is different from people in the big cities. However,
we should be like the people in lwate who are making efforts to save their local dialect. When | was in
junior high school, my class visited a senior citizen home and we had a chance to hear local stories from
them in our local dialect. Afterwards, | felt so proud to be from Aya-cho. If all young people could feel
the same, | think they would want to stay.

Finally, one of the biggest reasons that young people want to leave rural areas is because life in
small towns is boring. If local communities want young people to stay, they need to create a more
exciting lifestyle. Young people need places to go, interesting shops, and exciting events. Unfortunately,
all of these are usually available only in the big cities. | suggest that local communities have smaller
events created by and for young people, or provide trips to visit the places and events in the bigger cities.
If they can get out of the rural areas now and then, young people will be happier with the less exciting
lifestyle of their small towns.

In conclusion, young people living in rural areas face many challenges, and many are choosing to
leave their home towns for work in the big cities. However, if we can help them find good, interesting
jobs, teach them to have pride in their traditions, and give them a more exciting lifestyle, young people
might be encouraged to stay. If we don’t, | am afraid our rural areas will slowly disappear and all our
important culture and traditions will be lost, forever.

(544 words)



